FAFSA Report Definitions
General Notes:

· Each report provides the count of Free Applications for Federal Student Aid (FAFSAs) received by the Central Processing System (CPS) from each school and each state for the designated quarter of an award year.
· Applicants can submit FAFSAs over an 18-month period for each school year.  For example, the FAFSA for the 2011-2012 award year is available from January 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012.  As a result, the application reports include six quarters of data for each award year.  
· The total number of applications on these reports includes only initial transactions (including those that are rejected). Therefore, if a student makes a correction to add an additional school code and a subsequent transaction is created, that transaction would not be included. 

· These reports are run on a quarterly basis. The number of weeks in each quarter may vary by award year. Please keep that in mind if you use the data in the reports to perform a comparison between award years. 
FAFSA Data by School Reports
· These reports do not include a unique number of applications.  Instead, the report reflects how many FAFSAs were sent to each school.  Applicants can choose to send the information from their FAFSA to multiple schools.  
FAFSA Data by State Reports

· These reports reflect the number of applications by state of legal residence.  For independent students, the state of legal residence is determined by the students answer to the State of Legal Residence question.  Dependent students’ state of legal residence is determined by their parents’ state of legal residence as reported on the FAFSA.  
· Applicants who did not provide an answer to the State of Legal Residence question are recorded under “Not Available.”
· The applications reported on the state reports represent the unique number of FAFSAs received.  [image: image1][image: image2]
