
About the Campaign
It’s a heartbreaking statistic. In this decade alone, more than 2 million college-
qualified high school students won’t fulfill their dreams of a postsecondary  
education due to financial barriers. 

Far too many students—especially those from minority and low-income families 
—don’t know about the $80 billion in federal aid available to help them further 
their education beyond high school. Equally, they may think they don’t qualify  
for aid or are intimidated or confused by the application process. Federal Student 
Aid, an office of the U.S. Department of Education, is out to change all that with 
the new television, radio, cinema and transit public service campaign distributed 
in December 2007.

In the “My Story” Campaign, Real Students Tell How They Got the Money They Needed for College
Kids listen to kids—not to adult “talking heads.” Building on that undeniable truth, a search was conducted 
to find real students willing to tell their own stories in their own words. The search resulted in Ben, Jennifer, 
Charlie, Jared and Shirly—young people from diverse backgrounds with one thing in common: Federal  
Student Aid helped each of them achieve their dream of a college education.

The divorce of his parents while he was still in high school turned Ben’s world upside down. He didn’t know if 
he’d still be able to go to college as he’d always planned—until he got the good news from Federal Student Aid.

Jennifer saw college as a way out of an unstable home life—and a way into a future career in  
international business.

The daughter of a single mother, Charlie, always knew she would go to college. She also knew that finding  
a way to pay for it would be up to her.

Jared knew he wanted more out of life than a dead-end job. With the help and encouragement of his mother, 
this older student discovered that college—and his goal of a job in journalism—was well within reach.

With the help of her older brother, Shirly discovered that applying for federal student aid yielded more 
than helping her achieve her dreams: she’s now on her way to helping other kids do the same by  
becoming a counselor.

What Will the Campaign Communicate to Students and Their Parents?
		 	� You may be eligible for federal student aid to help pay for education beyond high school.

		 	 The application process isn’t as complicated as you probably think.

		 	� Visit www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov to find out more information.

Federal Student Aid Fast Facts
		  $80 billion is available each year to help students go to college or pursue other types of  
				   postsecondary education.

		 	 All Federal Student Aid services are free.

		 	 Non-citizens of the United States may be eligible for federal student aid.

		 	� The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (commonly called the FAFSA) starts the process  
to qualify for all federal and government-guaranteed student aid programs, as well as for many  
regional, state and institutional student aid programs.

For more information about the “My Story” campaign, contact Chris Greene at (202) 377-4003  
or chris.greene@ed.gov.

Federal Student Aid, an office of the U.S. Department of Education, ensures that all eligible individuals can benefit 

from federally funded or federally guaranteed financial assistance for education beyond high school. We consistently 

champion the promise of postsecondary education—and its value to our society.
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